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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY )

v. ) PCB 72-199

SOUTHERNILLINOIS POWER COOPERATIVE )

SOUTHERNILLINOIS POWER COOPERATIVE )
)
)

v. ) PCB 72-238
)
)

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY )
)

INTERIM OPINION & ORDER OF THE BOARD (by Mr. Dumelle)

This is a consolidatedaction. The first case(PCB 72-199)was an
enforcementactionfiled by the Agency on May 10, 1972, alleging that
SouthernIllinois Power Cooperative(hereinafter (!ISIPC?t), in the operation
of its electric powergeneratingstation near Marion, Illinois, causedthe
dischargeof sulfur dioxide, flyash andother contaminantsinto the atmosphere
so as to causeair pollution, in violation of Section 9(a) of the Environmental
Protection Act (uAct~~)and also in violation of Rule 2-2.53 of the Rules and
RegulationsGoverning the Control of Air Pollution CRules~). The second
casewas a Petition for Variance filed by SIPC on June13, 1972, requesting
until April,1975 to achievefull compliancewith the Act andRules.

A hearingwas held on August 7, 1972 at which time the parties presented
a Stipulation of Facts andthe Agencyfiled its Recommendationandsome
evidencewas heard.

SIPC is an Illinois nonprofit corporation engagedin the businessof pro-
ducingand generatingelectric power at its 100 megawattcoal-burning steam
turbinepowerplant in Williamson County. The plant consistsof three 33
megawattunits eachfired by double 7-foot radial cyclone burnersequipped
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with mechanicalmultiple-cyclone dust collectors. Two of theseboiler
units exhaustinto onestack and the third unit exhaustsinto a separate
stack. Eachstack is 210 feethigh. The plant serves27, 000 customers.

The plant is expectedto consume250, 000 tons of coal and60, 000 gallons
of oil during 1972. The blendedcoal will have an averageheatingvalue of
10, 700 BTU per pound with an averageashcontentof 14 percent andan average
sulfur contentof 3. 5 percent.

Stacktests were madein June, 1970 indicating an emissionrate of
0. 44 poundsper million BTU which was allowable under the Regulations
at that time. According to stacktests run in October, 1971, the average
emissionrate for particulateswas 0. 67 poundsper million BTU, which
rate continuesat the presenttime. Rule 2-2. 53 of the Rules (see also
Rule 203 of the Air Pollution Control Regulations, effective April 14, 1972)
sets a limitation of 0. 45 poundsper million BTU.

SIPC intends to install three electrostaticpr ecipitators having an
efficiency of 96% removal for particulates so that the averageemission
rate will be reducedto . 04 poundsper million BTU. The cost is estimated
at $2, 000, 000. SIPChas proposeda time scheduleasfollows:

Start design May, 1972
Start erectionof first precipitator May, 1973
Startupof first precipitator April, 1974
Startupof secondprecipitator October, 1974
Startupof third precipitator April, 1975

The AgencyTsrecommendationstatesthat the program submittedby the
petitioner is adequateto satisfy particulate emissionregulationsunder the
Pollution Control Board Regulations, Chapter2, Part II, Rule 203(g)but
is excessivelyprolongedby a period of threemonths. We also question
the length of time requested. We are unsurefrom the record asto why
the startuptime for the three precipitators must eachbe six months apart.
It would appearthat all threeprecipitators couldbe installed within oily
one six-monthperiod.

In years past the ashstorageareahason the occasionof strong southerly
winds causedobjectionablesituations with residentsin the immediate vicinity.
The Agency recommendsthat the petitioner notify the Division of Land
Pollution andWater Pollution Control within 60 daysof the Board order of
the procedureusedto dispose of their fly ashin their ashponds. We also
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find the needfor the submissionof a dust and ashcontrol program. In
addition, we needmore information regardingthe availability of alternate
power, particularly from Central Illinois Public Serviceor Illinois Power
sincethe testimony indicatesthat therewill be a newtransmissionline in
useby the endof 1972.

We will grant only a 90-dayvarianceat this time. During that period
we expectthat the petitioner will submit a verified statementto the Board
and Agency indicating any reasonswhy all threeprecipitators cannotbe
startedup within the six monthsperiod beginningApril, 1974. Furthermore,
the petitioner shouldsubmit its dust andashcontrol program within those
90 days. We will decide the questionof penalties in our final order.

This opinion constitutesthe Board!s findings of fact and áonclusions
of law.

ORDER

SouthernIllinois Power Cooperativeis granteda variancefor 90 days
until January17, 1973, during which time the following shall be submitted
to the Board andAgency:

1. A verified statementindicating any reasonswhy all three
precipitators cannotbe startedup within the six monthsperiod
beginningApril, 1974.

2. A dust andashcontrol program.

The Agency shall respondwithin 21 daysfrom the receipt of said
additional information. This proceedingshall remain openfor further
orders.

I, ChristanL. Moffett, Clerk of the Illinois Pollution Control Board,
herebycertify the aboveOpinion and Order were adoptedon the /7 ~1~dayof
October, 1972, byavoteof ~S~Lcj

ChristanL. Moffett,
Illinois Pollution Con~ ard


